
Editorial 

Dear Readers, 

This special issue of the journal is devoted to celebrating the life, vision, and enduring legacy 

of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, one of the foremost architects of modern India. The issue brings 

together selected research papers presented at the National Seminar on “Media as a Catalyst of 

Sardar Patel’s Ideology and His Role in the Unification of Bharat,” organized by the Tilak School 

of Journalism and Mass Communication, Chaudhary Charan Singh University, Meerut, in 

collaboration with the Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR). 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’s contribution to the making of a united India stands as one of the most 

decisive moments in the country’s post-independence history. At a time when the newly liberated 

nation faced political uncertainty, territorial fragmentation, and administrative challenges, Patel’s 

firm yet pragmatic leadership ensured the integration of hundreds of princely states into the Indian 

Union. His vision of unity was not merely territorial but deeply political, social, and moral—

anchored in dialogue, persuasion, and a strong commitment to national integrity. 

The objective of this special issue is twofold. First, it seeks to honor Sardar Patel’s unparalleled 

role in nation-building, acknowledging his foresight, administrative acumen, and commitment to 

unity in diversity. Second, it aims to revisit and reinterpret Patel’s ideology through the lens 

of media and communication, recognizing that his success was as much communicative as it was 

political. By foregrounding media as a catalyst, the issue highlights how ideas, narratives, and 

leadership messages play a crucial role in shaping collective identity and national cohesion. 

The contributions included in this issue reflect a wide range of perspectives—historical, political, 

sociological, and media-centric. Several papers examine Sardar Patel as a communicator who 
skillfully navigated complex negotiations and built consensus during a critical phase of India’s 

history. Others explore how contemporary media, both traditional and digital, can draw lessons 

from Patel’s integrative approach to counter divisive narratives, misinformation, and ideological 

polarization. 

In an era marked by rapid technological change and an increasingly fragmented information 

ecosystem, the relevance of Sardar Patel’s ideology assumes renewed significance. The papers in 

this issue collectively argue that his emphasis on unity, discipline, and inclusive governance offers 

valuable insights for today’s media practitioners, policymakers, and scholars. By connecting 

historical leadership with present-day challenges, the issue underscores the continuing importance 

of ethical communication and responsible media in sustaining democratic values. 

This special issue also serves an educational purpose. It invites readers—particularly students and 

young researchers—to engage more deeply with Sardar Patel’s legacy beyond symbolic 

commemorations. Through rigorous analysis and critical reflection, the issue seeks to familiarize 

readers with the complexities of Patel’s role in the unification of India and encourage a nuanced 

understanding of his contributions. 



The editors acknowledge with gratitude the support of ICSSR, whose collaboration made both the 

seminar and this special issue possible. Appreciation is also extended to the contributors, 

reviewers, and the organizing team at the Tilak School of Journalism and Mass Communication 

for their dedication and scholarly commitment. 

It is hoped that this special issue will not only enrich existing literature on Sardar Vallabh Bhai 

Patel but also inspire further research at the intersection of media, leadership, and nation-

building. More importantly, it aspires to remind readers that the ideals that shaped India’s unity 

remain vital and must be continually revisited, reinterpreted, and communicated in the 

contemporary world. 

With best wishes,   

 

Dr. Deepika Verma,   

Editor-in-Chief  

Email:irtssjournal@gmail.com 


